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INTRODUCTION 

As a basis of the SGCSE the Junior Secondary Syllabus is a study of human past 

experiences over time and place.  It deals with the development of societies, their 

achievements, failures and challenges.  Through the study of the past, History makes it 

possible to appreciate the present and prepare for the future.  The Junior Certificate history 

curriculum embraces elements of the primary Social Studies programme.  The Junior 

Certificate programme prepares learners for Senior Secondary Programme.  It also enables 

learners to develop attitudes and skills for responsible citizenship, lifelong learning and 

enjoyment.  The syllabus uses learner centred approaches in order to foster meaningful 

acquisition and development of cognitive and affective skills. 

 

AIMS  

On completion of the three years programme learners should have: 

 acquired knowledge, developed confidence and ability to assess their personal strength 

and weakness and make informed decisions on further education and career choices 

 developed skills to assist them in solving technical problems as they relate to their 

lifelong situations. 

 developed desirable and behavioural patterns in interacting with the environment in a 

manner that is nurturing. 

 acquired cultural values and attitudes to foster understanding of universal human rights 

and responsibilities as good Swazi citizens. 

 Developed problem solving skills, critical thinking, communication, inquiry, teamwork so 

as to service in the changing environment. 

 Developed study skills required for further study and training. 
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ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

Learners should demonstrate the ability to: 

1 (a)   Recall, select and describe. 

   (b)   explain, evaluate, compare and contrast events, developments, changes and 

 issues studied, key features and characteristics of the technologies over time. 

2. (a) display understanding initiative, empathy, and imagination through poetry  analyses 

and evaluate representations and interpretations of events, people  and issues 

studied. 

    (b) comprehend, explain, analyse, evaluate and empathize with given situation. 

3.   Interpret, evaluate and use various sources of information. 

    (a)  critically examine current historical evidence to determine and deduce likely 

 outcomes. 

    (b) collect, analyse, interpret data, draw conclusions and present them. 
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SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 

 

Learners will be expected to sit for two papers. 

Paper 1  (2 hours) 

Will contain six (6) questions. 
Learners / candidates will answer four (4) questions. 
Two questions from Section A (60 marks) and two (2) from Section B (40 marks)  
Each section will have a question on Swaziland compulsory 
All questions will make use of stimulus source materials. 
Each question will carry twenty marks. 
Each question will have 3 – 5 subsections. 
Sources for paper 1 should at least be five 
Sources can be taken from other sources 
Sources should not be dependent on the text book 
Sources now do not need any divisions 
We maintain evaluation as last question (how far ...) 

 
 

Paper 2 – Depth Study 
 
This is a source-based paper with five sources. 
It will focus on a problem or issue taken from the set curriculum content. 
Learners are expected to answer all questions on the one area of Depth Study they have 
studied. 
This paper has four (4) questions 
Distribution of marks are as follows: 
Interpretation .......  5 
Comparison ........  8 
Reliability/purpose ...... 12 
Evaluation......  15 

 
Topics for Paper 2 
 
(a) Peopling of Central Africa 
(b) Nguni Incursion and its effects 
(c) Early European Colonial Activities (16th – 18th century) in Central Africa  
(d) Missionary Incursions into Central Africa. 
(e) British Colonialisation of Zimbabwe 
(f) The Rise of Africa Nationalism and Consciousness in Zimbabwe 
(g) Struggle for Independence in Rhodesia 
(h) Portuguese penetration of the Zambesi Valley and relations with the Rozwi and 

Mwenamutapa Empires. 
(i) Swaziland from King  Sobhuza I to King Mswati III. 
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The topics will be prescribed each year and will be from the Depth Content.  Each area will 

include a collection of source material relating to the prescribed topic and a series of 

questions based on the material. 

 

For examination in 2018 the topics will be: 

Option A: Struggle for independence in Rhodesia 

OR 

Option B: Swaziland from King Sobhuza 1st to King Mswati 3rd  
 

2019 

Option A: Early European colonial activities 16th – 18th Century 

  Or in Central Africa 

OR  

Option B: Peopling of Central Africa: Bantu Early States and Kingdoms 

 

2020  

Option A: Missionary Incursions into Central Africa 

OR 

Option B: British Colonisation of Zimbabwe 

 
 

SPECIFICATION GRID 
 

PAPER I WEIGHTING MARKS ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

Section A 30 1,2 

Section B 30 1,2,3 

PAPER 2 40 1,2,3 

Total 100 marks 
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CURRICULUM CONTENT  

The content is organized into four themes; Pre-colonial period, Colonial era, Post-Colonial 

era and the Twentieth Century Swazi History.  In all these thematic areas, the history of 

Swaziland takes centre stage.  There will be Core topics and Depth Studies topics. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF HISTORY 

STRANDS OBJECTIVES 

SOURCES OF HISTORY 
PRIMARY 
SECONDARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTERPRETATIONS OF 
HISTORY 

 Define history through historical sources 

  Identify sources of history as oral, written, 
pictorial/visual material, archaeology, 
eyewitnesses account, documents 

 Discriminate between major and minor sources of 
history 

 Differentiate between primary and secondary 
sources 

 

 Recognise that there are different interpretations 
of history  

 

 

POSITIONING ONESELF 
IN THE GLOBAL VILLAGE 

 Locate on the map where you did your Grade 7 – 
find socio-economic and political reasons why you 
attended that particular school. 

 Write your biography. 

 When was your current school, established. 

 Who was the first headteacher and assistant 
teachers. 

 How many students formed the first class in Form 1 
and where are some of them currently. 

 Compare and contrast the learning environment 
then and now. 

 Describe the curriculum of the school at inception 
and now. 

 Explain how people earned a living then and now. 
Interpret pictures of your school then and now. 
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2. PEOPLING AND TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

STRAND OBJECTIVES  

DISTRIBUTION AND 

WAY OF LIFE OF 

INDIGENOUS GROUPS – 

THE SAN AND 

KHOIKHOI  

 

 Identify and locate on a map the areas where the 
Khoikhoi and San were found  

 Describe the socio-economic and political structures of 
the Khoikhoi and San. 

 Compare the life of the San and Khoikhoi under the 
following topics – economy, movement, size of 
community, shelter, family private wealth, land 
ownership.  

 Discuss the relations of the Khoikhoi and San and the 
effects on each other 

 Identify similarities & differences of San and Swazi 
puberty rites.  

 Compare and contrast the Khoisan way of the life to that 
of the modern Swazi. 

 

TRANSFORMATION OF 

POLITICAL 

TRADITIONAL 

STRUCTURES 

 Explain the concept of Bantu speakers. 

 Describe a traditional structure as used by the Bantu 

 Outline a socio-economic structure used by the Bantu 

 Compare the contrast the effects of initiation on Bantu 
societies in the 18th century and today where applicable. 

 Describe the socio-economic and political way of life of 
the Swazi (16th to 18th Century)  

ACQUISITIONING OF 

LIFE SKILLS/ 

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

- Identify and locate areas on the map of Swaziland 
where your clan members can be found. 

- Describe and interpret your clan praise – name. 
- Identify other clans with the same or identical praise 

names. 
- Explain the concept of segmentation and fragmentation 

of a family and clan. 
- Identify clans that are segments or fragments of other 

clans. 
- Identify clans that have formed dynasties and 

investigate the reasons why these remained so. 
- Read and locate on the map of Swaziland clans 

identified by N.D. Ntiwane in his historical epic poem 
“Ngibuta Imincele.” 

- Identify and analyse Swazi traditional songs which have 
a historical bias. 

-  
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 Compare and contrast the life of the Ngwane/Swazi in 
the Iron Age and that of a Swazi living in the rural areas 
in Swaziland today. 

DISTRIBUTION WITHIN 

AND OUTSIDE 

SWAZILAND 

 Classify Emakhandzambili and locate on the map of  
Swaziland: the Maseko, Gama, Nkambule, Magagula, 
Mncina Mngometulu, Mnisi, Hlophe, Kunene, Mkhaliphi. 

 Discuss the nation-building and consolidation strategies 
used by Sobhuza I. 

 Identify and locate on a map the areas where these 
groups were found; Ngwane Mthethwa, Ndwandwe, Zulu. 

 Describe the nation-building and consolidation strategies 
of the following leaders; Zwide, Dingiswayo, Shaka. 

 

 Discuss the nation building and consolidation strategies 
used by Moshoeshoe I. 

 Analyse the role played by women in nation building and 
consolidation in the 18th century and today where 
applicable. For instance Manthathisi, Tsandzile, 
Labotsibeni, etc 

 

3. EARLY EUROPEAN CONTACT / ACTIVITIES / ENCOUNTER 
 

CONTACT WITH 

EUROPEANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRITISH COLONISATION 

OF THE CAPE 

 

 

 

 Describe early Portuguese trade with the 
Mediterranean and the Far East 

 Locate on a map where the Dutch settled. 

 State the reasons for the reasons for the establishment 
of the Dutch half-way station,  

 Outline the activities of the Dutch East India Company 
at the Cape.   

 Describe the expansion of the Dutch settlement into 
the interior. 

 Evaluate the effect of the Dutch activities and 
expansion, and the reaction of the Africans in the 
Cape. 
 
 

 Discuss British take-over of the Cape in 1806-1835, 

 Describe the impact of British take-over at the Cape 
and the reaction of the inhabitants of the Cape. 

 Describe the impact of the Boer trek on indigenous 
peoples of Southern Africa. Rise/growth of mining 
industry.  

 Identify the rival groups and causes of the conflicts 
over diamond fields. 

 Describe the gold discoveries in Southern Africa. 
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 Analyse the emergency and impact of migrant labour in 
Southern Africa. 

 Describe the annexation of the Transvaal 

 Analyse the events leading to the Anglo Boer war of 
1881 

 Outline/trace the causes, course and consequences of 
the Anglo-Boer war of 1899 – 1902. 

 

IMPACT OF EUROPEAN 

ACTIVITIES ON THE 

SWAZI 

 Describe and explain events leading to the take-over of 
Swaziland by the British( the reign of Mbandzeni) 

 Explain how the British administered Swaziland.( reign 
of Bhunu to Sobhuza II) 

 Analyse the socio-economic and political effects of 
British rule on the Swazi. 

 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of British 

colonisation of Swaziland with reference to the effects 

experienced by Emaswati today. 

 Outline the post-colonial traditional political structure in 

Swaziland     (the reign of Gogo Dzeliwe) and any other 

women of prominence 

 Swazi history from coronation (1986) to constitution 

(2006). 

 

 

 

4. AFRICAN NATIONALISM 
 

EARLY POLICAL 

FORMATIONS ETHIOPIAN 

MOVEMENT, TRADE 

UNION ASSOCIATION, 

NEWSPAPERS 

PUBLICATION, 

NATIONALIST, POLITICAL 

MOVEMENTS ANC, PAC, 

BLACK – SASH, BLACK 

THEOLOGY, SWAPO, 

SWANU, INDEPENDENCE 

 Describe the socio-economic conditions that led to 
nationalist thinking consequently decolonisation. 

 Describe the political factors that led to nationalism. 

 Describe the formation of Nationalist movements  

 Discuss the factors leading to armed, struggle leading 
to independence. 

 Challenges faced by SD during the Apartheid era in SA  
(socio-economic and political) 

 Discuss the role of women in the struggle for 
independence .eg Winnie Mandela, Albertina Sisulu,etc 

 Describe the challenges faced by SADC in the post-
independence era up to 2006. 

 Describe the socio-economic and political challenges 
faced by Swaziland from independence to the present. 
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MOVEMENTS IN 

BOLESWA COUNTRIES. 

 

5 . PEOPLING OF CENTRAL AFRICA      
 

BANTU 

MIGRATION AND EARLY 

STATES AND KINGDOMS 

 

 Identify and locate on a map of Central Africa the early 
Bantu states & Kingdoms 

 Describe the way of life of the people of Central Africa. 

 Analyse the inter-relationship between the indigenous 
people Central Africa before 1800. 

NGUNI INCURSION AND 

ITS EFFECTS. 

 Trace on a map, the movement of the Nguni from 
Southern Africa to Central Africa.   

 Describe the course of Nguni invasion 

 Evaluate the impact of Nguni incursion on the 
indigenous people of Central Africa 

 

 

 

6. EARLY EUROPEAN COLONIAL ACTIVITIES 

TRADING AND POLITICAL 

RELATIONS 16TH – 19TH 

CENTURY 

 

 

 

 

 Identify and locate on a map the 19th century trade 
routes in Central Africa. 

 Explain the trade activities of the indigenous people of 
Central Africa with Swahili and Portuguese traders. 

 Evaluate the impact of Swahilli – Portuguese rivalry on 
the people of Central Africa. 

 Describe the trade activities of the white hunters and 
traders South of the Zambezi.. 

 Evaluate the socio-economics and political effects of 
European traders on people of Central Africa 

 MISSIONARY INCURSION 

INTO CENTRAL AFRICA 

 Identify and locate on a map, Christian missions in 
Central Africa. 

 Describe the activities of different Christian missions in 
Central Africa 

 Evaluate the socio-political effects of missionaries on 
the people of Central Africa 

 BRITISH COLONIZATION 

OF ZIMBABWE 

 State and explain factors leading to colonisation of 
Matebeleland  Mashonaland 
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 Describe the role played by Cecil John Rhodes in the 
colonisation of Matebeleland – Mashonaland. 

 Describe the role played by the London missionary 
society in the colonisation of Matebeleland-
Mashonaland 

 Describe he role played by internal factors vis avis 
external factors leading to colonisation of 
Matebeleland-Mashonaland 

 Explain; the reactions of the indigenous people to the 
colonisation of their country. 

 State and discuss examples of resistance used by the 
indigenous people. 

 State and explain the socio-economics and political 
developments in the colony (Zimbabwe)  

 

THE RISE OF AFRICAN 

NATIONALISM AND 

CONSCIOUSNESS IN 

ZIMBABWE 

 Describe the socio-economic conditions that led to 
nationalist thinking 

 Describe the formation of nationalist movements 

 

STRUGGLE FOR 

INDEPENDENCE IN 

ZIMBABWE 

 Discuss the factors leading to armed struggle and 
to independence 

 Discuss the role of women in the struggle for 
independence  

 Explain the final steps leading to independence 

 Design and evaluate strategies through which 
socio-economic and political issues could be 
resolved. 

PORTUGUESE 

PENETRATION OF THE 

ZAMBEZI VALLEY AND 

RELATIONS WITH THE 

ROZWI AND 

MWENEMUTAPA EMPIRE 

 Identify and locate on a map areas of early 
Portuguese contact with Eastern-Africa 

 Describe the nature of the Portuguese contact in 
the Rozwi and Mwenemutapa empires  

 Describe the factors leading to the Portuguese 
colonisation of the Zambezi Valley (Mozambique) 

 Explain the operation of the Prazo System 

 Explain the reasons and nature of trade in the 
Zambezi valley  

 Describe the decline of the Rozwi and 
Mwenemutapa empires  

 Evaluate the socio-economic and political effects 
of the Portuguese colonisation of Mozambique 
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GLOSSARY OF TEMS 

COMPARE  Write about what is similar and different about two things.  

For a comparison, two elements or themes are required.  

Two separate descriptions do not make a comparison. 

COMPLETE To add the remaining detail or details required. 

 

CONTRAST Write about the different between two things. 

 

DEFINE STATE THE  
MEANINIG OF MEANT BY  Give the meaning or definition of a word of phrase. 
 
DESCRIBE Write what something is like or where it is.  Describe may 

be used for questions about resources in the question 
paper (describe the trend of a graph, the location of a 
settlement on a map, etc), it may also be used when you 
need to describe something from memory (describe a 
meander, etc). 

 
EXPLAIN ACCOUNT FOR 
GIVE REASONS FOR Write about why something occurs or happens. 
 
GIVING YOUR VIEWS Say what you think about something. 
 
HOW In what way? To what extent? By what means/method? 

May be coupled with show how (prove how, demonstrate 
how). 

 
IDENTIFY Pick out something from information you have been 

given. 
 
NAME  To state or specify or identify.  To give the word or words 

by which a specific feature is known or to give examples 
which illustrate a particular feature. 

 
STATE  Set down in brief detail.  To refer to an aspect of a 

particular feature by a short statement or by words or by 
a single word. 

 
WHAT  Used to form a question are shown between …….. use 

comparative statements to describe the changes involved 
as A changes to B. 

 


